As the probability is that the pain is confined chiefly to the branches of the inferior dental nerve, it is proposed to make an incision along the course of that nerve, curvilinear in shape, carrying it nearly as far as the symphysis of the chin, and to perforate the bone with a trephine, making thus three, four, or five openings, and then to take out this nerve in its entire length. Prof. Gross, has performed this operation in a number of cases, and in all of them with very decided relief. Inasmuch as all the ordinary remedies against neuralgia have been tried in this case without any avail at all, the probability is that the immediate cause of the difficulty is pressure exerted upon the nerve in the long canal through which it passes. The nerve itself is probably not diseased, but simply encroached upon in the manner indicated. In performing the operation, the inferior maxillary artery will, of course, be divided. This will be ligated, and the flaps dissected up to expose the surface of the bone. Then, by means of the trephine, the external plate of the jaw-bone will be divided, and thus admission obtained to the seat of the disease. 
